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April 13, 2019

Dear Friends:
I am pleased to extend my warmest greetings to everyone
attending the A Touch of Love and Hope Foundation's 3rd
Annual Fundraising Gala.
Since it was founded in 2014, the A Touch of Love and Hope Foundation has been
committed to providing social programs and services to those in need, both in
Canada and abroad. Proceeds from this event will benefit the Mackenzie Health
Foundation, the Peter Munk Cardiac Centre, the Alpha Centre for mentally and
physically challenged children, and projects of the Archdiocese of Roseau in
Dominica.
I would like to thank everyone who came out tonight to support these worthy
causes. I would also like to commend the members of the A Touch of Love and
Hope Foundation for their remarkable generosity and service to others.
Please accept my best wishes for a memorable evening and for every success in
reaching your fundraising goal.
Sincerely,

The Rt. Hon. Justin P. J. Trudeau, P.C., M.P.
Prime Minister of Canada

TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE IT HAPPEN!
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Government of Dominica

Message of Prime Minister Roosevelt Skerrit
to theCongratulatory
Touch of Love and
Hope from
Foundation
message
Greetings my friends,
Hon. Roosevelt Skerrit, Prime Minister to
We live on a planet
where millions
of &
people
daily
live lives of quiet desperation and
A Touch
of LOVE
HOPE
FOUNDATION
hopelessness as victims of war, refugees, religious intolerance, unwelcome immigrants
and
in delighted
more recent
times,
hapless onlookers
to the shattering
impacts
climate
I am
to send
youasgreetings
and congratulations
as you go
to theofpress
change
on their very
existence.
for publication
of your
magazine. I have every confidence that this publication
which should reach a much wider public will go a long way in spreading
Alongside
thisand
massawareness
of sufferingofhumanity,
are the equally
desperate
who find
knowledge
the existence
of A Touch
of Love
andthemselves
Hope
trapped in a vicious cycle of poverty and who are unable to access the basic services
Foundation and the extremely valuable and laudable goals you have set yourself.
consistent with a decent standard of living.
I am impressed that the seed which inspired the creation of A Touch of Love and
The
plight
of those has
of our
brothers and
and issisters
in need
not escape into
the attention
Hope
Foundation
germinated
showing
signsdid
of blossoming
a trans- of
Geraldine and John Di Marco. These two warm and caring human beings, in what I
border organisation committed to supporting and supplying the basic needs of
would describe as an evangelical response to the twenty fifth chapter of the Gospel of
those with disabilities, victims of disasters, and others who have been forced to
Matthew,
were moved to establish the Touch of Love and Hope Foundation.
live on the fringes of society as forgotten people.
My understanding is that they were catalysed into action through the plight of a friend
It is my prayer and hope, that as you continue on your mission to relieve the pain
in the Caribbean, who for various reasons, was experiencing protracted delays in being
and suffering being experienced by so many of our brothers and sisters, that you
called by a hospital for cataract surgery.
be strengthened by your groundings in your catholic faith and doctrine. This will
be the
ingredient
forFoundation,
overcomingI the
challenges
that
will that
come
From
the quintessential
little I have read
about your
see your
mission
as one
raises
your way
as you carve
a permanent
space
theforworld
a better
place and
financial
resources
to beout
used
so that lives
canfor
be making
changed
the better
locally
globally.
to those in need.
May your magazine
be ainitiative
resounding
the A Touch
Love and
I commend
you for this
andsuccess
throughand
thismay
medium
wish toofthank
you for
Hope
Foundation
grow,
from
strength
to
strength.
the support you have provided to the mentally and physically challenged children in
Dominica and to the Diocesan Catholic Radio.

It ROOSEVELT
is my hope and
wish that your association with, and assistance to these two entities
SKERRIT
will
growMINISTER
stronger in the future, and as your presence in Dominica touches other
PRIME
individuals and groups with special needs.
I am therefore pleased and delighted to send you warmest greetings as you continue
your great humanitarian work and to express the wish that the launch of your 2019
magazine and your fundraising dinner are both a resounding success.

Roosevelt Skerrit
Prime Minister
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2019 Gala SPERANZA Honourary Patron
A Touch of Love and Hope Foundation recognizes the Honorable Maurizio Bevilacqua P.C.,
Mayor of the City of Vaughan, as the Honorary Patron of the 2019 SPERANZA Fundraising Gala.

The Honourable Maurizio Bevilacqua P.C., BA, MA, ICD.D
Mayor, City of Vaughan
The Honourable Maurizio Bevilacqua is currently serving
his third term as Mayor of the City of Vaughan. Prior to
becoming Mayor, he was a Member of Parliament for 22
years, serving in several roles including Minister of State
for Finance, Minister of State for Science, Research and
Development, as well as Chair of the House of Commons
Standing Committee on Finance.
He is presently the Chair of the Alectra Utilities Integration
Committee, Vice Chair of York Region Rapid Transit
Corporation, Chair of the Hospice Vaughan Capital
Campaign as well as Co-Chair of the Mackenzie Health
Foundation $250-million Exceptional Care Belongs Here
Campaign. Mayor Bevilacqua is a member of the York
Region Police Services Board, a member of the Global City
Leaders Advisory Board for the World Council on City Data,
as well as a member of the Advisory Council for the PostGraduate Certificate in Business Administration at York
University’s School of Continuing Studies. He is also a past
Vice-Chair of VersaBank and past Chair of PowerStream
Energy Services. He is a graduate of Fordham University and
York University holding a Master in Arts and a Bachelor in
Arts respectively. He holds the record for most votes ever
received by a candidate in Canadian political history and was
re-elected with a strong mandate in 2018.

In guiding the evolution of Vaughan’s landscape, Mayor
Bevilacqua’s vision of Vaughan as a world-class city has
proven innovation and achievement in city-building. An
ardent supporter of local charities and community groups,
through his Spirit of Generosity fundraising initiative, more
than $30 million has been raised in support of more than
150 charitable and not-for-profit organizations in Vaughan
and beyond.
Mayor Bevilacqua has supported the efforts of A Touch of
Love and Hope Foundation since its inception. “I would
like to express my sincerest gratitude to John and Geraldine
Di Marco for naming me the Honourary Gala Patron at this
year’s event. I am blessed to be recognized by a compassionate
community that truly cares about giving back, in a very
meaningful way, to those who need it most.”
“Knowledge is one of the greatest gifts in life that teaches us
to think critically and appreciate the world around us… I
believe that knowledge, training and education should be
available to everyone and are fundamental to fostering a
more promising tomorrow for the citizens of our community
and the entire Greater Toronto Area.”
Hon. Maurizio Bevilacqua P.C.
City of Vaughan website

TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE IT HAPPEN!
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Beneficiaries
Funding support is needed in contribution toward the following
charitable goals of our current beneficiaries:

Alpha Centre

Peter Munk Cadriac Centre
Your donations support the Peter
Munk Cardiac Centre, Toronto
General Hospital, toward the
necessary development of smart
technology that will reduce heart
failure
re-hospitalizations
by
identifying symptoms before they
become problematic. This support
will help to make Toronto and the
Peter Munk Cardiac Centre an
internationally-recognized
and
sought-after site for heart failure research and treatment. We seek
to raise funds to help provide technology needed to make the goal
of optimizing outcomes, improving quality of life, and reducing readmission to hospital for patients with heart failure a reality.

The Mackenzie Health Foundation
The Alpha Centre, Commonwealth of Dominica, is a school for
mentally and physically challenged children. Your donations will
help the children to meet their maximum potential and give them
life skills and hope for a bright future. We seek to raise funds to
help increase the student body of the Alpha Centre.

Archdiocese of Roseau, Dominica

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Roseau, Commonwealth of
Dominica operates Dominica Catholic Radio; a national listenersupported radio programme reaching rural communities
throughout the Commonwealth of Dominica. It is dedicated to
integral human development and providing courses for adult faith
formation such as Retreats and Workshops for various groups
especially of the students and teachers from Catholic Schools. In
2017/18, a total of 1,800 Students and Teachers benefited from
those programmes. We seek to raise funds to help keep the
programmes ongoing.
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The Mackenzie Health Foundation installed a new 3T State-ofthe-Art MRI Scanner in 2014, with improved imaging capabilities.
The new MRI is bigger and completes scans quicker enabling
professionals to perform two additional scans a day. The Mackenzie
Health has achieved the highest MRI efficiency rates in the Province
and the lowest wait times in the Central Local Health Integrated
Network (LHIN).
On February 20,
2015, A Touch of Love
and Hope Foundation
proudly
pledged
$10,000. to Mackenzie
Health Foundation.
We are proud to say
that in 2019 we have
completed payment
of this pledge which
helped to successfully achieve Mackenzie Health Foundation’s
$5 million goal for the new MRI Scanner. At a ceremony held
on March 27, 2015, Mackenzie Health unveiled its Donor Wall
which includes, among the Donors – A Touch of Love and Hope
Foundation representing all our Patrons, Board of Directors,
volunteers and members.

A Touch of LOVE & HOPE FOUNDATION’S INSPIRATION | 2019-2020

President’s Message:

The past five years have kept us very busy as we continue Hope Foundation’s Outstanding Community Service
with our mandate and commitment to improving Award – Media.
human lives within our global and local communities. I would like to thank the following: Mayor Maurizio
As a Benefactor of A Touch of Love and Hope Bevilacqua for serving as our 2019 Honorary Gala
Foundation, you can be proud knowing that you are an Patron; Our Board of Directors and our Honourary
Board; Ontario Seniors Secretariat; Heritage Canada;
integral part of our success.
This year, we are very pleased to have completed the the Mayor of Vaughan’s Spirit of Generosity; Vaughan’s
payment of a $10,000.00 pledge to Mackenzie Health Members of Council; The Gala Committee; Gala
Foundation, towards a new State of the Art MRI. This Sponsors, Advertisers, and Volunteers; Members of
new MRI is larger and completes scans quicker, enabling the Media; and last but not least, my family, who is my
professionals to perform two additional scans per day. inspiration.
We have also supported research into preventative care Our supporters are the cornerstone of our success. A
to reduce the re-hospitalisation of heart failure patients Touch of Love and Hope Foundation depends upon
your financial contributions to help fund the projects of
at the Peter Munk Cardiac Centre, TGH.
In my birth country, the Commonwealth of Dominica, our beneficiaries at home and abroad. We welcome you
we continue to support the Alpha Centre, a school to peruse Volume 3 of our magazine INSPIRATION
for mentally and physically challenged children that that showcases our work and the work and needs of our
teaches them life skills toward achieving their maximum beneficiaries. Thank you for your continued support!
potential; as well as provide support to education and Contact us at 905-851-4409, info@touchofloveandhope.
faith projects of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of com, or www.atouchofloveandhope.com
Roseau. In addition, your support has also enabled us
to provide programming for Seniors in Vaughan and
Together, we can make it happen!
reach out to local organizations.
As a way of showing our appreciation, we were elated to
present plaques acknowledging our Benefactors at our
last Fundraising Gala. This year we are equally happy
to recognize members of the media who have been an
integral part of A Touch of Love and Hope Foundation’s Geraldine Di Marco O.V.
success since its inception. The work of the award President & Co-Founder
recipients has documented our community’s work in
York Region and the GTA for over 20 years. We are
pleased to recognize them with A Touch of Love and

Geraldine Di Marco

TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE IT HAPPEN!
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PROUD SPONSOR OF THE
FUNDRAISING GALA “SPERANZA”
A TOUCH OF LOVE AND HOPE FOUNDATION

SATURDAY, APRIL 13, 2019

NEWKLEINBURG.COM

Proud Supporter of

A Touch of Love and Hope Foundation

JDMRealtyLtd.com

905 851-4409
BUYING - SELLING - INVESTING

John Di Marco, CET, MVA
Broker of Record

Geraldine Di Marco, CTT
Sales Representative

Sabrina Di Marco, MBA
Real Estate Broker
416 856-0219 :Direct

Greetings

Deb Schulte

Member of Parliament / Députée – King-Vaughan

Thank you for
Supporting A Touch of
Love and Hope
Foundation
April 13th 2019
As the Member of Parliament for King-Vaughan, I am pleased to extend
greetings to everyone attending the 3rd Annual Gala Speranza in support of A
Touch of Love and Hope Foundation.
I would like to commend Geraldine and John Di Marco for their dedication and
commitment to the community and many worthy causes. The funds raised from
this gala will help support the Mackenzie Health Foundation, the Peter Munk
Cardiac Centre and the Alpha Centre for mentally and physically challenged
children and the Archdiocese of Roseau in Domenica.
I want to thank all the volunteers and sponsors that have made this event
possible. Please accept my best wishes for an enjoyable and successful event.
Sincerely,

Deb Schulte, MP
King-Vaughan
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Vaughan Office:
Ottawa Office:

9401 Jane St. Unit 115, Vaughan, ON L6A 4H7
1150 Valour Building, Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6

Tel.: 905.303.5000
Tel.: 613.992.1461

Fax: 905.303.5002
Fax: 613.992.1470

Premier of Ontario - Premier ministre de l’Ontario

Greetings

April 13, 2019
A MESSAGE FROM PREMIER DOUG FORD
I’m pleased to extend greetings to everyone attending the SPERANZA
Fundraising Gala in support of A Touch of Love and Hope Foundation.
I would like to commend founders Geraldine and John Di Marco, board
members, patrons and volunteers for their tireless dedication to the
people they serve.
I’d also like to acknowledge everyone who has turned out for this gala
of hope. Your generosity means that the foundation will be able to
build on the good work it undertakes, both at home and abroad.
The SPERANZA Fundraising Gala is a wonderful example of the power
of an engaged and caring community to make a big difference in
people’s lives. I’m proud to be Premier of a province in which the spirit
of giving is so clearly alive.
Have an enjoyable gala!

Doug Ford
Premier

TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE IT HAPPEN!
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Greetings

Thank You for
Supporting A Touch
of Love and Hope Foundation
April 13, 2019
On behalf of the City of Vaughan, I am pleased to extend greetings to everyone
attending A Touch of Love and Hope Gala.
Since 2014, A Touch of Love and Hope Foundation has been dedicated to improving
lives here at home and around the world. With your support, this important initiative
will continue to benefit the Mackenzie Health Foundation and two beneficiaries in the
Commonwealth of Dominica. I would like to express my sincerest gratitude to John and
Geraldine Di Marco for naming me the Honourary Gala Patron at this year’s event. I
am blessed to be recognized by a compassionate community that truly cares about
giving back, in a very meaningful way, to those who need it most.
I wish to recognize the tireless efforts to the Gala Committee who have put their heart
and soul into raising awareness of this worthy cause. I want to express my sincere
gratitude to everyone in attendance for demonstrating what the Spirit of Generosity is
all about. With your help, we are paying it forward, coming to the aid of people in need
and creating a better future for everyone.
Please accept my best wishes for a successful event.
Yours sincerely,

Hon. Maurizio Bevilacqua, P.C.
Mayor
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Greetings

Frank Scarpitti
Mayor

April 13, 2019

MESSAGE FROM MAYOR SCARPITTI
On behalf of Members of Council and the City of Markham, I am pleased to welcome everyone
attending the Speranza 3rd Annual Fundraising Gala hosted by the A Touch of Love and Hope
Foundation.
I commend the team at A Touch of Love and Hope Foundation for your ongoing support of
children and families in the Caribbean and throughout the GTA, through various programs and
initiatives. The actions of kind-hearted individuals go a long way to creating vibrant, livable
communities. We are inspired by your dedication and commitment to making a difference in the
lives of many locally and globally.
As a community, we are united by our common values of inclusion, equality and respect for all.
Thank you for demonstrating incredible compassion and for your generosit y.
As the Mayor of Markham, I would like to extend my sincere appreciation and warm wishes to
the organizers, volunteers and supporters for your commitment and dedication to improving the
lives of others.
Sincerely,

Frank Scarpitti
Mayor

The Corporation of the City of Markham, Anthony Roman Centre, 101 Town Centre Boulevard, Markham, Ontario L3R 9W3
Tel: 905.475.4872 Fax: 905.479.7775 fscarpitti@markham.ca www.markham.ca

TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE IT HAPPEN!
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Greetings
April 13, 2019

A Touch of Love and Hope Foundation

Speranza
3rd Annual Fundraising Gala
It is my pleasure to extend greetings to all those attending Speranza,
the 3rd Annual Fundraising Gala organized by a Touch of Love and
Hope Foundation.
I would like to acknowledge and commend the founders of this
organization, Geraldine and John Di Marco, along with the Board of
Directors, Volunteers, and Organizing Committee for their dedication
and hard work.
A Touch of Love and Hope Foundation contributes to the charitable
goals of various groups, including: The Mackenzie Health Foundation,
the Peter Munk Cardiac Centre, the Alpha Centre and projects of the
Archdiocese of Roseau in Dominica. Their enthusiasm and efforts
span great lengths, and provide great assistance to these beneficiaries.
Thank you to all that have come out this evening, and best wishes for a
successful, most memorable and enjoyable event.
Yours truly,

Gino Rosati
Local and Regional Councillor

Tony Carella, FRSA
Councillor – Ward 2/Woodbridge West
Congratulations
to the

A Touch of Love & Hope Foundation
on the occasion of the

Third Annual Speranza Fundraising Gala
in aid of worthy causes in Vaughan, Toronto,
the Greater Toronto Area, and the
Commonwealth of Dominica
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OBSESSED
WITH COLOUR?
WE UNDERSTAND
Whether you want one colour,
or every colour, we’re not here
to judge you. We will help you
choose from Canada’s largest
selection of eco-friendly paints at
our 20,000 sq. ft. décor centre.

4190 STEELES AVENUE WEST, WOODBRIDGE | 905.850.4040 | STEELESPAINT.COM |

Highlights o
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of the Gala

TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE IT HAPPEN!
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An old-world specialty supermarket
in the true European sense.

Lady York offers an exceptional variety of specialty foods and is
known for “fresh” products. Meat, deli and produce are expertly
selected and delivered daily.
Prepare your palate for a whole new taste experience!

2939 Dufferin Street

416.781.8585
Store Hours:
Monday to Friday 8am - 9pm
Saturday 8am - 6pm
Sunday 9am - 5pm

Family owned and operated since 1959.

ONTARIO’S BEST FOR QUALITY AND VALUE.
SEE WHY WE TRULY ARE
YOUR HOME AWAY FROM HOME.
Whether it’s for business or pleasure, choose the hotel more
people trust across Southern Ontario. Featuring impressive
luxury suites with whirlpools and our exclusive signature
“sleeping on a cloud” mattresses, Monte Carlo Inns will give
you a level of comfort that is simply beyond compare.
Locations throughout Southern Ontario
1-800-363-6400 | montecarloinns.com

CONNECT WITH US

THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS
AND SUPPORTERS:
Aldo Cavaliere
Alex Casamassima
Andrea Trentadue
Anna Stella
Associazione Nazionale Bersaglieri d’Ìtalia – Toronto
Associazione Nazionale Carabinieri – Toronto
City of Vaughan
Clevan Lewis
Concetta Morello
David Jerome
David Wong
Giacomo Stella
Gwen and Phil Andrew
Hermina George
Hetty Lawrence
J.D.M. Realty Ltd., Brokerage
J.D.M. Productions
Jackie Wong
Josephine Roberts

Knight of Columbus, Council #13164
Liberty Development
Lina Cavaliere
Luciano Giustini
Marcella Dib
Massimiliano Galassi
Mayor of Vaughan Spirit of Generosity Foundation
Nadia Bellini
Nathalie Williams
Noami Jules
Ofena Bocce Club
Paula Delsol
Petrolina Jerome
Regal Confections
The Di Marco Family Foundation
Theresa Logan
Tony Galletta
Vello StJean
Verette Jno-Baptiste

A Touch of Love and Hope Foundation 50-50 Lottery Winner 2017.
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Geraldine and John Di Marco
Founders

Geraldine and John Di Marco founded A Touch of Love
and Hope Foundation in 2014. The Organization is
dedicated to improving human lives within our global
and local communities.

in Geraldine s home island of the Commonwealth of
Dominica; Geraldine and John were inspired to direct
their philanthropic work towards helping the individual
lives of these children as well as needed Healthcare
For 15 years Geraldine and John Di Marco enriched Centres in the Greater Toronto Area.
York Region’s Arts and Culture organizations with A Touch of Love and Hope Foundation is operated by a
leadership, directorship, and major contributions to dedicated and loyal Board of Directors with the support
organizational growth. The opera is their passion. of an Honorary Board, Patrons, and Volunteers who
However, upon recognizing the dire need for support to take pride in helping those in need and making their
children suffering from mental and physical challenges own local communities a better place to live.

TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE IT HAPPEN!
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Wavelength Dining

Grand Salon Sofa

Lloyd Bed

Bianca Sofa

672 Chrislea Road, Woodbridge, Ontario • Tel 289 268 0020 • www.zillihome.com

Woodbridge

THE ROY FOSS CADILLAC
EXPERIENCE STORE

THE ONLY STANDALONE CADILLAC STORE IN ONTARIO
905-850-1000

2 AUTO PARK CIRCLE

ROYFOSSCADILLACWOODBRIDGE.COM

LOVELY LINGERIE
B R A F I T T I N G , S W I M W E A R & M A S T E C TO M Y S P E C I A L I S T

7 6 0 0 W E S TO N R O A D, W O O D B R I D G E , O N TA R I O L 4 L 8 B 7

T 905.850.4067

Investiture Ceremony 2017
I was deeply honoured for the prestigious investiture to the
Order of Vaughan. I have been blessed indeed, to have the
support of so many wonderful people during my 40 years
of community work. I would like to take this opportunity to
thank, first of all, my family who is my inspiration; friends,
volunteers, benefactors, members of the media; my sponsor;
and the Mayor of Vaughan and Members of Council for their
continuous support.
Together, we can make it happen!

TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE IT HAPPEN!
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H. Ross, MD, MHSc, FRCP(C), FACC

Division Head & Fellowship Program Director, Cardiology
Loretta A. Rogers Heart Function Chair
Site Lead – Ted Rogers Centre for Heart Research
Peter Munk Cardiac Centre
Professor of Medicine
Past-President Canadian Cardiovascular Society
Toronto General Hospital, University Health Network

April 13, 2019

It is my great pleasure to welcome everyone tonight to the third annual A Touch of LOVE & HOPE Fundraising Gala, SPERANZA! The
Peter Munk Cardiac Centre is honored to be one of the benefactors of this event.
This is a very exciting time in the field of heart failure research; we are making tremendous strides in the diagnoses, treatment
options and therapeutics for our patients. Philanthropic leadership affords our program the needed flexibility in management and
policy to invest in research, patient care, and education, allowing our clinicians and researchers to lead the way in the management
of heart failure.
A dedicated team of cardiologists and surgeons on the Heart Failure and Transplant team care for some of the most complex patient
cases. Our primary focus is a commitment to improving the care of our patients through the deployment of novel technologies like
real-time home monitoring and telecommunication technologies that empower patient self-care and reduce re-admission rates for
heart failure. Our multidisciplinary team is internationally recognized for their efforts in heart failure research and education. We
are advancing the understanding of cardiac disease through the use of powerful databases, new biomarkers for cardiac disease and
regenerative medicine. With your support we can dramatically improve the future of heart health.
I am inspired everyday by my patients; the obstacles they overcome, with unparalleled optimism and determination, is what
motivates me to continually advance our knowledge and understanding of heart failure to enhance patient care and outcomes.
A special thank you to Geraldine DiMarco for bringing light to our cause. It is through the commitment of patrons, Board of
Directors, volunteers and friends of A Touch of LOVE & HOPE that we are able to make tonight such a wonderful success.
Sincerely,

Heather Ross MD, MHSc, FRCPC, FACC, FCCS

PMB 11-137, Toronto General Hospital, 585 University Avenue, Toronto, ON M5G 2N2
Admin Tel (416) 340-3482 Fax (416) 340-4134

TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE IT HAPPEN!
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SPECIAL THANKS AND GRATITUDE TO:
Our 2019 Gala SPONSORS:
MAIN EVENT SPONSOR
Beaver Valley Stone Limited
EVENT SPONSORS
Toro Aluminum and the Di Marco Family Foundation
LiUNA Local 183
LiUNA Local 506
TACC Developments
Lady York Foods
J.D.M. Realty Ltd., Brokerage
Lo Specchio
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to A Touch of Love and Hope Foundation

3rd Annual
Michael Tibollo
MPP Vaughan-Woodbridge

5100 Rutherford Road Unit 3 Woodbridge. ON L4H 2J2
905-893-4428
Michael.Tibollo@pc.ola.org
www.michaeltibollompp.ca
TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE IT HAPPEN!
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Thank You to the Associazione Nazionale Bersaglieri d’Italia for Your Generous Donation

Doing good
is in our DNA.
We put our financial resources to work
where it matters, right here in our community.
Proud to support a Touch of Love and Hope Foundation.
icsavings.ca
Woodbridge Village, 6-53 Woodbridge Avenue, 905-264-4007
Woodbridge West, 7766 Martin Grove Road, 905-850-4009
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TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE IT HAPPEN!
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Take the Downsizing Quiz

The decision to downsize can be diﬃcult to make. Take the quiz.
2

3

1. How comfortably are you managing and
maintaining your current situa on?
2. Are you 55 years or older?
3. Are you experiencing other lifestyle changes,
such as: changes to health or energy; re red or
reduced work; more travel; or more social
engagements?
4. Do your responsibili es to your proper es
impact me you would like to spend with family
and friends, etc?

No problem.
Piece of cake
>55
No, it is
business as
usual.

It’s ok

Ma!

55-64
Eventually

65-69
Soon!

Not at all.

Some mes,
but no
biggie.

Occasionally
. It’s
happened.

5. Are you an empty nester? Have all your kids
moved out?
6. Is managing and maintaining your proper es
pu�ng a strain on your health?

Growing
family
No problem

Almost/Soon

Yes

A li�le

7. Do you think that downsizing will put some
money in your pocket?

Li�le or none

Yes, I don’t
want to
keep this up
A good
amount

Some.
Enough

4

Score

1

Si Tira Avan /
Surviving
70<
Yes.

Like a ball and
chain. Lots
needs my
a�en on.
Long- me
Empty Nester
I can’t keep this
up like this
much longer
Much more
ﬁnancial
freedom
Total

Answers:
0-9 You are in full swing and see a life of leisure as a dream for the distant future. Stress, traﬃc, business, work,
taking care of property and investments; you love what you are doing and you are building for genera ons. You are
not ready to downsize. You may s ll be a�emp ng to acquire and buy more.
10-14 You are ge�ng close. You are s ll ok in your current situa on. Your life is in balance and your health is good,
thank God. But, the possibility of less responsibility keeps popping into your head. You may be ready to let go of an
extra property at the right price.
15-19 You want to downsize nearly all of it. You are just not sure how to make all the right moves. This score suggests
that you get expert informa on and take some me for reﬂec on on your life, the future of your investments, and your
housing situa on.
20-28 You are an ideal candidate for downsizing! It is me. Downsizing will open you up to new opportuni es and
priori es; this score suggests that great beneﬁts await you in your new chapter. Walk forward with conﬁdence.
For more help in interpre ng your personal situa on, you can call or text directly at (416) 856-0219. Subscribe for free to
the blog SMART MOVES GTA for informa on about downsizing, inves ng, buying, selling, and more.

Your Health and Wellness Naturally

Register for Best Prices Enroller and Sponsor # 3998258
Call 416 856-0219 for more information

INDEPENDENT DISTRIPUTOR
TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE IT HAPPEN!
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Volunteer Spotlight
A Touch of Love and Hope Foundation volunteers are devoted community actors. They bring: kind hearts,
enthusiasm, effort, and commitment, as they rally their networks and resources toward our collective goals.

Clare Del Monte
Clare Del Monte is a Business Risk Leader at CIBC, Wellness Coach, and Independent
Distributor for Herbalife Nutrition. She has contributed to many community initiatives
including: CIBC Run for the Cure, Heart and Stroke Big BIKE Ride and Blue Tie Ride for the
Cure. She continues her volunteer work with A Touch of Love and Hope Foundation on the
Gala Committee.
“It is with great honour and privilege that I share with you why I volunteer my time in support
of a Touch of Love and Hope Foundation. A Touch and Love and Hope is an Non-Profit
organization consisting of amazing people dedicated to help shape the lives of communities
in support of bringing positive change and HOPE to many under privileged children faced
with mental and physical challenges; ALL through inspiring people like YOU and me to be
the BEST that we can be in a loving and communal way.“ Clare Del Monte.

Lisa Ventura
Lisa Ventura is the President of 1st Link Group Inc, Connecting the Right People to the Right
Career Opportunities. She continues to serve on A Touch of Love and Hope Foundation’s
Gala Committee.
“I hold the upmost respect for the leadership of A Touch of Love and Hope Foundation;
Geraldine and John Di Marco are pillars of the community. The mission of the organization
and the work of its beneficiaries spawned me to help. I use my professional skills in emotional
intelligence to bring people, the business world, and my family, to meet a need; people who
are able and want to help, happy donors.” Lisa Ventura
Lisa has touched the hearts of countless people with her warmth and everlasting support
throughout her 20 years of volunteer service. She is currently slated to literally Fight Cancer
at the Fight to End Cancer Charity Boxing Event on June 1st, where she will step into the ring
to raise money and awareness; further demonstrating her willingness and determination to help others, even if it
gives her a bruise or two.

Volunteer Couples

Giacomo & Anna Stella
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Jackie & David Wong
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David & Petrolina Jerome

Tony Galletta & Lina Cavaliere

Award Recipients

Geraldine Di Marco receives the Dominican of Distinction Award from Justice Irving Andre on behalf
of the Commonwealth of Dominica Ontario Association, for her contributions and support.

John Di Marco receives Half Century Award from Ontario Association of Certified Engineering
Technicians and Technologists as a C.E.T. Certified Member.
TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE IT HAPPEN!
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Multicultural E

Canada’s 150th
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Extravaganza in Celebration of

h

Anniversary of Confederation

TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE IT HAPPEN!
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A Touch of Love and Hope
0
Speranza

Gino Rosati
Local & Regional
Councillor

3 Annual Fundraising Gala
rd

“Best Wishes for a Successful Event and Enjoyable
Evening!”

Tony Carella

Councillor
Ward 2
City of Vaughan
The City of Vaughan
2141 Major Mackenzie Drive, Vaughan, Ontario, Canada L6A 1T1
Tel: (905) 832-8585 Ext. 8386 • Fax: (905) 832-8538
www.vaughan.ca • E-mail: tony.carella@vaughan.ca
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Sabrina’s Message
I am delighted that our gala theme this year is one of UNITY. Since its
inception, A Touch of Love and Hope Foundation has been built from the
financial and in-kind contributions of Benefactors and Supporters filled
with love and community stewardship. People and their organizations and
businesses, that reflect all walks of life; have come together to support the
work of A Touch of Love and Hope Foundation.
It is our unity that makes this work possible. Our contributors reflect
beautiful diversity of perspective and experience, yet come together in our common goal of improving human
lives globally and locally. We all belong, we are interconnected: our community and our Earth is one organism.
The status of our brothers and sisters affect our own: well-being, safety, profit, and pleasure. Together, our diversity
is wealth, and we build synergies making us more powerful than the sum of our parts. Together we more effectively
help others.
A Touch of Love and Hope Foundation’s Founders, Geraldine Di Marco and John Di Marco, are themselves the
model of diversity; they inspire acts of celebration and service. I would like to take this opportunity to commend
their personal commitment and sacrifice, which has brought us together for tonight’s gala and beyond in the work
of this laudable cause. For them, community service is not new. For each, it has been a lifetime of helping, creating,
and leading; as volunteers (save for their business J.D.M. RealtySCHOOLS
Ltd., Brokerage), in all cases withINDUSTRY
a genuine duty
of care, integrity, diligence, and community participation.

We offer presentations at
We help your organizatio
My career and education have centered on policy in: international
development,
business
and
entrepreneurship,
school assemblies as well
with their diversity polic
strategy, and cross-cultural effectiveness. Having traveled to many
parts
of thecurriculum
world, I have seen
what impact
as grade
specific
independent
performan
policy can have on a society and the individuals and families living
and
doing
business
in
those
societies.
I
have
to help you celebrate your
review, as well as trainin
seen how contributions from far or near, can help deserving people
havediversity.
a chance, as they lift themselves
upand
from
programs
consultat
school’s
tremendous adversity, and in turn, pay it forward.

Everyone who has ever achieved anything knows that the drive and commitment needed must come from within.
They also know that someone helped, in some form: a resource, an opportunity, or simply giving them hope. I
would like to thank you all for being that hope, that help, that CONTACT
hand to theINFORMATION
Beneficiaries of A Touch of Love and
416-856-0219
Hope Foundation.

m

info@mmwcanada.com

The growth of our organization can only be achieved with your continued support and generosity. Each one of you
make this important work possible. I thank God for the unified participation of our community. I applaud you and
call on you to continue kind contributions of love and hope.
Miigwetch, Thank you, Merci, Grazie a tutti!

Sabrina Di Marco
Sabrina Di Marco, MBA
Vice-President

TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE IT HAPPEN!
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CISI
A member
of CPI-Ontario

C ENTRIC
I NVESTIGATION
ERVICES
S
INC.

www.centricinvestigation.ca

Domenic Sturino
President and CEO

Cell: 416.254.9119
Toll Free: 1.877.882.8335
dsturino@centricinvestigation.ca

3800 Steeles Avenue West, Suite 401
Woodbridge, ON L4L 4G9
Tel: 905.882.8335
Fax: 905.882.8336

Diocesan Pastoral Center
Morne Bruce ● P. O. Box 119 ● Roseau
Commonwealth of Dominica DM ● West Indies
Phone: (767)448-3002 ● Fax: (767)448-8112
Email: pastoralcenter@cwdom.dm, diocesan pastoral@hotmail.com

March 22, 2019
'Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of
mine, you did for me.' Mt. 25:40
Dear Friends:
Greetings from the Caribbean Island of Dominica!
I began with the above Scripture verse because for me it epitomizes the mission and
work of A Touch of Love and Hope Foundation, working to alleviate the sufferings of
others by inviting all people to good will to partner with them in their charitable
endeavours.
As an honorary Board Member, I am delighted to greet and welcome all our supporters
attending this year’s fundraising gala. I have first-hand experience of the many lives
that have been touched and continue to be touched here in Dominica as a result of your
generous support. I am Director of the Diocesan Pastoral Center and Director of
Communications which includes ensuring the continuance of educational and other
inspirational programmes of Dominica Catholic Radio promoting the integral human
development of our listeners. The Alpha Center serves our children with special needs.
While the island is still recuperating after the devastating effects of Hurricane Maria in
2017, we are grateful to all you who have helped us to “pick up the pieces” and
resolutely rebuild our homes and our lives. May the Lord Himself reward your love
and generosity.
With the assurance of my prayers for a successful fundraising event, I remain,
Sincerely,

Msgr. William John-Lewis

TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE IT HAPPEN!
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Caﬀé Tricolore is an
exclusive Italian brand
that produces ﬁne
quality coﬀee beans and
ground coﬀee. Coﬀee
pods and capsules are
compa ble with
Lavazza, Nespresso, and
Keuring K-Cups.

NATIONAL REAL ESTATE

INFORMATION LISTING SERVICE

Become a member and access the hottest

Exclusive Listings

416-214-4875
www.nreils.com
Powered by ICI World
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AUTHENTIC, HAND-TOSSED, ITALIAN STYLE PIZZAS SINCE 1975
The Luca Pizza tradition of quality began in 1975 when the Luca
brothers opened their location at Dixie and Bloor in East
Mississauga. Using only premium ingredients, their goal was to
create a pizza that would stand apart from all the others. Times
have changed but at Luca Pizza each pizza is still hand tossed
and created with love and care. For over 40 years, Luca Pizza has
catered to the selective taste of its loyal customers by honouring
its commitment to provide personalized and friendly service.
Whether entertaining friends and family, watching the hockey
game, or for times where you need a break from meal
preparation, Luca Pizza will always satisfy your taste.
Luca Pizza – Our customers taste the difference that quality
makes. You will too!

LUCA PIZZA AT MISSISSAUGA, HIGH POINT MALL

Tel: 905-624-0010
Luca Pizza:

3415 Dixie Rd, High Point Mall
L4Y 2B1 Mississauga

HOURS
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

10:30am - 1am
10:30am - 1am
10:30am - 1am
10:30am - 1am
10:30am - 2am
10:30am - 2am
12pm - 12am

LAGO CAFE
The Place to Be!

Dinner & Dance
TUESDAY

THURSDAY

BALLROOM DANCING

KARAOKE

COME JOIN US FOR AN
EVENING OF FUN
((NO CHARGE)

6:30-8:00 PM FREE DANCE LESSON
WITH TONY & LINA
8:00 PM GENERAL BALLROOM DANCING
$10 ENTRANCE ONLY
$20 DINNER & DANCE

WEDNESDAY

FRIDAY

SOCIAL DANCING
$10 ENTRANCE ONLY
$20 DINNER & DANCE

FREE ENTRANCE

905-856-0440

LATIN & BALLROOM
$25 DINNER & DANCE
$15 DANCE ONLY

SUNDAY

HWY 7

BALLROOM & LATIN
$10 ENTRANCE ONLY
$15 DINNER & DANCE

10 Strada Dr., Pine Valley Dr. & Hwy 7, Woodbridge

PINE VALLEY DR.

SOCIAL DANCING

SATURDAY

LAGO CAFE

STRADA DR.
ROWNTREE DAIRY RD.
HWY 407

SELLING or BUYING REAL ESTATE?
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERICAL • INDUSTRIAL
PARKLAND LTD.
BROKERAGE

416-690-2121

2179 DANFORTH AVE
TORONTO, ON M4C 1K4

905-940-2141

Let Experience and Commitment Work For You!

8787 WOODBINE AVE#229
MARKHAM, ON L3R 0P4

EXPERIENCE

SERVICE

When it comes to the Real Estate
Industry nothing is more important
than experience. With over 30
years of experience, we will handle
your needs in a professional and
knowledgeable manner to meet
today’s market demands.

Dedicated to providing personalized service and taking the time to work
with you, discussing every aspect of the buying and selling process.

EFFECTIVE RESULTS
COMPLETE SATISFACTION IS OUR GUARANTEE TO YOU!
For Service & Results, call

TONY GALLETTA
BROKER

416-458-6868
agalletta@trebnet.com
www.tonygalletta.com

ANTHONY GALLETTA
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

416-678-3999

angalletta@trebnet.com

ANDREW STANKOVIC

VINCE SPITALE

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

416-454-4801

416-562-2387

astankovic@trebnet.com

vspitale@trebnet.com

THE
GALLETTA
TEAM

Independently Owned and operated ©™ trademarks owned by Century 21 Real Estate LLC used under licence or authorized sub-licence. ©2011 Century 21 Canada Limited Partnership, Century 21 Parkland Ltd.
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About Speranza 2019
The theme of the 2019 Touch of Love and Hope
Foundation Fundraising Gala was UNITY. There was
an enormous power in the room. Love and Devotion to
help human lives in our local and global communities
has brought together neighbours, friends, sisters,
and brothers of diverse political persuasions, cultural
identities, religions, and professions. Our differences
make us beautiful. But only together do we build
synergies that positively impact whole communities.
InUNITY and respect we came together for a common
purpose; to celebrate A Touch of Love and Hope
Foundation, its Benefactors, Volunteers, Gala
Attendees, and its Beneficiaries: Mackenzie
Health Foundation, Peter Munk
Cardiac Centre, the Alpha Centre for
Mentally and Physically Challenged
Children, and programmes of the
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of
Roseau.
Participants
enjoyed
an
eventful and glorious evening
at the Riviera Parque Events and
Convention Centre in the City of
Vaughan. Attendees were greeted
by the Mariachi Fuego. CHIN TV’s
Andrea Trentadue animated the night’s
programme as emcee. The evening began
with a welcome address and toast by Co-Founder
John Di Marco. President Geraldine Di Marco thanked
all who contributed to this special night, including the
Gala’s Corporate Sponsors: Beaver Valley Stone (Main
Corporate Sponsor), Toro Aluminum and the Di Marco
Family Foundation, LiUNA Local 183, LiUNA Local 506,
TACC Developments, Lady York Foods, J.D.M. Realty
Ltd., Brokerage, and Lo Specchio; as well as Advertisers,
Donors, the Gala Committee, Beneficiaries, Volunteers,
and Attendees. The Speranza 2019 Honorary Gala
Patron, Mayor Maurizio Bevilacqua, thanked all who
supported this evening and A Touch of Love and Hope
Foundation. The Board of Directors presented a cheque
in completion of a $10,000 donation to Mackenzie

Health Foundation towards the new MRI.
National Anthems were sung by Mila Ionkova and
Hermina George accompanied by the colourful
traditional or official dress of the Associazione
Nationzionale Bersaglieri Toronto, Associazione
Nazionale Carabinieri Toronto, and Commonwealth
of Dominica Ontario Association in Wob Dwyiet.
Sabrina Di Marco and Monsignor John-Lewis offered
a Prayer. Dance Caribe entertained attendees during
the full course traditional Italian dinner with open bar;
followed by famous Arias by Tenor Michael Nasato. A
Silent Auction, Raffle, and a 50/50 Lottery of up
to $5,000 were held to support A Touch of
Love and Hope Foundation.
The Awards Presentation recognized
recipients with A Touch of
Love and Hope Foundation’s
Outstanding Service Award
– Media. Recipients were: Lo
Specchio, Snap’d Woodbridge,
Panaroma, Italiani.ca, CHIN, and
ItalNews; as well as Outstanding
Community Photographers Cav.
Tony Pavia and Gregorio Riccio.
Over 300 guests danced the night away
to the famous Tony Silvani Band who
played Italian and Latin American classics.
Among the distinguished guests were: Honourary Gala
Patron, Mayor Maurizio Bevilacqua; MP for VaughanWoodbridge, Francesco Sorbara; MP for King-Vaughan,
Deb Schulte; Canadian Minister of Immigration,
Refugees, and Citizenship, the Honourable Ahmed
Hussen; Ontario Minister of Tourism, Culture, and
Sport, the Honorable Michael Tibollo; Deputy Mayor
and Local and Regional Councillor, City of Vaughan,
Mario Ferri; Local and Regional Councillor; City of
Vaughan, Gino Rosati; Former Ontario Minister for
Immigration and Culture, Laura Albanese; and Senior
Major Gifts Officer Mackenzie Health Foundation,
Afsheen Jiwani.
TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE IT HAPPEN!
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THANK YOU TO OUR GALA COMMITTEE

2019 Gala Committee Members:

From left to right: Sabrina Di Marco, Lisa Ventura, Mary Mauro, Alessandro Casbarro, John Di Marco,
Geraldine Di Marco (Chair), Maria Parente, Yolande Noel, Clare Del Monte, Rose Micallef-Lacivita,
and Ken Lacivita (photo not available)
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Thank you Ofena Bocce Club for your continuous support!

I would like to donate:

I would like to make a donation in the amount of:
$25……….……….. $50..…….……… $100……………… Other:…………..……
Payments can be made by cheque or paypal.
Name:……………………………………………………………………....................................................................................
Address:…………………………………………………………………...................................................................................
City:………………………………................................................................................... Postal Code:……………………
Telephone:……………………....................................... E-mail:…….………………………...........................................
Please make cheque payable to: A Touch of Love and Hope Foundation.
Mail to: 49 Vineyard Court, Woodbridge, Ontario. L4L-5J8
TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE IT HAPPEN!
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Board of Directors

Geraldine Di Marco, O.V.

John Di Marco, C.E.T., MVA

President and Co-Founder
A Touch of Love and Hope Foundation
Atouchofloveandhope.com
MAKING Representative
Vice-President/Sales
J.D.M. Realty Ltd., Brokerage

Co-Founder, Treasurer, and Secretary
A Touch of Love and Hope Foundation
Broker of Record/Owner, JDMRealtyLtd.com
J.D.M. Realty Ltd., Brokerage

MULTICULTURALISM
WORK
WEALTH. STRENGTH. PEACE.

Sabrina Di Marco, MBA

Vice-President
A Touch of Love and Hope Foundation
Broker, JDMRealtyLtd.com
J.D.M. Realty Ltd., Brokerage

SCHOOLS
We offer presentations at
school assemblies as well
as grade specific curriculum
to help you celebrate your
school’s diversity.
A Touch of
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John A. Di Marco

Communications Director
A Touch of Love and Hope Foundation
Video Producer/Owner
J.D.M. Productions, jdmp.ca

COMMUNITY

We help your organization
We facilitate group activities
with their diversity policy,
and help organize community
independent performance
engagement initiatives, shows,
review, as well as training
presentations, and talks.
programs
and consultations.
LOVE
& HOPE
FOUNDATION’S INSPIRATION | 2019-2020

Christine Dewairy

Art Director
A Touch of Love and Hope Foundation
Art Director
Toronto Life Magazine

MISSION STATEMENT
A Touch of Love and Hope is dedicated to improving human lives within our
global and local communities. It fundraises for programming to help disabled
children in the Commonwealth of Dominica; as well as to support local health
care resources in the Greater Toronto Area.

Celebrate your
organization's diversity!
*Diversity policy performance review,
consultations, and speciﬁc training
programs.
*Grade speciﬁc curriculum, school
assemblies, workshops, and presentations.

Sabrina Di Marco, MBA
President & Founder

416-856-0219
info@mmwcanada.com

TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE IT HAPPEN!
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DOMINICA ASSOCIATION FOR THE MENTALLY HANDICAPPED

ALPHA CENTRE
McINTYRE LANE, GOODWILL
TEL: 767 448 6509/295 6509
EMAIL: alpha.centre@hotmail.com

The ALPHA Centre is pleased to extend its warmest felicitations to A Touch of Love and Hope Foundation
and forwards greetings on the occasion of its 2019 Gala.
The Centre has experienced a particularly difficult and challenging year in 2018 as we sought to rebuild
following the damage to the Centre as a result of Hurricane Maria in September 2017. With the
assistance of our generous benefactors, we have been able to re-open the Centre and resume our
programmes, while non-essential repairs continue.
Our partnership with A Touch of Love and Hope has resulted in the past in the strengthening of our
programmes at the Centre and we are truly grateful for the interest and generous contributions made to
the Centre. Our students continue to develop their skills in sewing, woodwork, art and craft with the
guidance of our dedicated staff and teachers.
Congratulations to A Touch of Love and Hope on another successful year of operation and our sincerest
wishes for a productive and sustained future.

CLAUDIA BELLOT
CHAIRPERSON

TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE IT HAPPEN!
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ALPHA CENTRE

McIntyre Lane
Goodwill, DOMINICA
Tel: 767 448 6509
Email: alpha.centre @hotmail.com

Claudia Bellot
Chairperson, Dominica Association for the Mentally Handicapped
The Dominica Association for the Mentally Handicapped, administrator of the ALPHA
Centre, School for children with Special Needs in Dominica, is honoured to send special
greetings and congratulations to A Touch of Love and Hope on the launching of its
2015/16 Magazine INSPIRATION and on the occasion of its first Annual Fundraising
Gala “SPERANZA”. This is certainly a significant milestone for your organization.
As the premier school for children with special needs in Dominica, we are very pleased to
be associated with A Touch of Love and Hope, since at the ALPHA Centre we aim to
above all, instill a genuine sense of hope and love into the lives of our students. In
partnering with organizations like yours, we feel strengthened by your support and
commitment.
We look forward to a long and fruitful relationship with A Touch of Love and Hope as
the ALPHA Centre continues to educate and nurture children with special needs in
Dominica. Our mission is built on the concept of the inherent dignity of every child with
a capability to achieve to their highest ability.
Our sincerest compliments to A Touch of Love and Hope on your mission to bring
dignity of life and love to those who need it most.
Claudia Bellot
Chairperson
Dominica Association for the Mentally Handicapped
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Commonwealth of Dominica
The Nature Island of the Caribbean

Known as the “Nature Isle” for its lush On September 18, 2017,
bounty, Dominica is a mountainous Category 3 Hurricane
island in the Windward archipelago Maria picked up speed
of the Caribbean Sea. It boasts from the elevated sea
complex rainforests, 365 rivers, warmth and became a
healing sulfur springs, a boiling lake Category 5 Hurricane,
and beauties such as the Emerald with Dominica in its eye.
Pool and Trafalgar Falls. Dominica (bbc.com) The island was
is strengthened by the roots of its devastated! Lush green
Dominica
Aboriginal
Caribs,
t u r n e d
warriors in canoes,
“Apres
Bondie,
brown, as the severe winds knocked down
who today are protected with the only
trees and roofs alike.
remaining Kalinago Territory.
C’est La Ter”
Dominicans are: proud, generous, familyoriented, faith-loving, fun-loving, and
independent people.
Its people are
ambitious and committed to continually
improving themselves.

“Post deum
terra est”

Citing research by the UN World
Meteorological
Organization,
the
Secretary-General said that natural
disasters had tripled, while the economic
damaged caused by them has increased
five-fold. In response, Dominica aims to
serve as a global example of how an entire
nation rebounds from disaster to become
climate resilient for the future. (un.org)

On November 3, 1493, Christopher
“After God is
Columbus named the Island after the
the Earth”
day of the week on which he spotted it
– a Sunday (Dominica in Latin). It has
been independent from Great Britain since 1978 and Great generosity within our local community and
unofficially speaks Creole (French patois). Its mix of around the world gave hope and resources to so many
English, French, African, and Carib influences are visible who faced the loss of: shelter, food, water, medicine and
in its people, government, and architecture; as well as its loved ones. The world came together for Dominica; and
culture, music, and celebrations such as Carnival and you were part of that. It is that goodness in your hearts
that will make our world bright.
the World Creole Music Festival.

TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE IT HAPPEN!
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Thank you to our Media Sponsors:

Woodbridge

Panorama
ItalianCanadian

Your Gateway to Italians in the GTA
www.lospecchio.com

905 856 2823

ITALNEWS
WEB TV - INTERACTIVE MAGAZINE

jdmp.ca
SPECIAL MENTION AND THANKS FOR SUPPORT FROM:

BERSAGLIERI
TORONTO
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COUNCIL #13164

A WIDE SELECTION OF
NATURAL STONE AND PRECAST
CONCRETE PRODUCTS
www.beavervalleystone.com
t: 905-886-5787 or t: 416-222-2424
Main Office & Yard:
8081 Woodbine Ave. SE Corner Woodbine/407, Entrance off Miller Ave.
Office & Yard: 125 Langstaff Rd E., SE Corner Yonge/Hwy 7-407
Manufacturing Plant: 12350 Keele St., Maple

We
Deliver!

@BVSLimited

beavervalleystone

